
Sunday, April 19th 
The Second Sunday in Easter 

 
 
1 Welcome 
District Superintendent, Rev. Beth Crissman 
 
2 Gathering 
“He’s Not Here” – Gaye Johnson 
 
3 Call to Worship 
Rev. Rob Parsons 
 
4 Opening Song 
“Who You Say I Am” – By Hillsong Worship, Featuring Ken Morgan & Nicole Ray 

Lyrics: 
Who am I that the highest King would welcome me 
I was lost but He brought me in 
Oh His love for me, Oh His love for me 

Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God, yes I am 

Free at last, He has ransomed me 
His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin Jesus died for me 
Yes, He died for me 

Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God, yes I am 
In my Father's house there's a place for me 
I'm a child of God, yes I am 

I am chosen, not forsaken, I am who You say I am 
You are for me, not against me, I am who You say I am 

I am chosen, Not forsaken, I am who You say I am 
You are for me, not against me, I am who You say I am 
I am who You say I am 
 
Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God, yes I am 
In my Father's house there's a place for me 
I'm a child of God, yes I am 

In my Father's house there's a place for me 
I'm a child of God, yes I am 



5 Affirmation of Faith + Prayers for Our Community 
Shonnie Streder 
 
(Leader) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or distress, or 
persecution or famine, or nakedness or peril or sword? 

(Response) No! In all things we are more than conquerors through the One who loved us. 
We are sure that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Thanks be to 
God! Amen. 

Prayer borrowed from:  
Claiborne, S., Wilson-Hartgrove, J., & Okoro, E. (2010). Common prayer: A liturgy for 
ordinary radicals. Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan. 
 
6 First Scripture Reading 
Rev. Kelly Crissman 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 
while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being 
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have 
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

7 Gospel Scripture Reading + Message 
High Hopes on a Low Sunday, District Superintendent, Rev. Beth Crissman 

John 20:19-31 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 



them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

8 Offertory 
"Exsultate, Jubilate"  - by W.A. Mozart,  featuring Rev. Lauren Sims-Salata 

During the offering, we are invited to offer prayers of thanksgiving for the many ways God has 
blessed us in our lives and ministries. And as a sign of our thanksgiving, we are also invited, as 
we feel led by the Spirit, to give to your local church* or the Connexion Fund** that will provide 
financial relief to churches and clergy in our Conference in the midst of our response to COVID-
19. 
 
*Please check with your local church for best ways to give by check or other online payment 
portals. 
**Donations for the Connexion Fund may also be mailed to the Huntersville office (PO Box 
2757, Huntersville, NC 28070). Use the fund name “Connexion Clergy Relief Fund” to make 
your donations. 
 
Doxology - Led by Rev. Lauren Sims-Salata 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
9 Closing Hymn 
This Easter Celebration – Featuring Ken Morgan 
Tune: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 
Text: Copyright 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

Lyrics: 
This Easter celebration is not like ones we’ve known.  
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 
We’re distant from our neighbors—from worship leaders, too.  
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 
 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches
http://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/f74b9455-cf79-44c3-92f1-3b2f70c52bce


No gathered choirs are singing: no banners lead the way. 
O God of love and promise, where’s joy this Easter day. 
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 
We ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 
 
Our joy won’t come from worship that’s in a crowded room 
But from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see— 
Who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 
 
In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell 
Each Easter bears the promise: 
Christ rose that glorious day! 
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away 
 
We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be 
A scattered, faithful body that’s doing ministry. 
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,  
We live the Easter message by gladly serving you. 

 

 

10 Blessing + Benediction 
Rev. Rob Parsons 
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